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Membership

Membership

Overview

S———,

Dﬂ ' PTA is a membership organization. We rely on our members to

DETAILS contribute their time and skills to school communities from coast
to coast and overseas, where U.S. military families are stationed.

Every individual who joins PTA not only is giving something to
his or her child but also to every child. Imagine how strong your
community can be if every parent, community member, and
business leader got involved in PTA!

Attracting new members and retaining existing members are among
the most important duties of a PTA board. A strong membership is
essential for PTA to be a force in decisions involving the welfare and
education of children. Your active leadership will help create strong
programs in your school community and strong commitment among
your members.

Tracking Member Data

. As PTA president, you must oversee that your membership chair
cueckust  accomplishes the following duties:

* Create and maintain a membership database. This is a crucial
tool for your membership recruitment and retention efforts that
will help you to keep track of members, dues payments, and
mailings/e-mails.

¢ Use e-mail. E-mail allows you to communicate with members
who are not able to attend meetings. Collect e-mail addresses
on your membership form. As new member benefits become
available, the PTA national organization will e-mail unit presidents.
These messages will be written in a newsletter format that you
can use in your PTA newsletter or forward to your membership
via e-mail. Occasionally, PTA member benefit e-mails will be sent
directly to PTA members.
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PTA Membership

Overcoming Obstacles and Presenting PTA to the Public

. Checklist: Making Presentations to Potential Members

CHECKLIST - 2 5 g : . .
Most objections to joining PTA fall into the areas of time, impact,

and perceived value. Use this checklist when preparing for
presentations to ensure that you address these key areas.

* Time. When parents say they don‘t have time to join PTA, what
they are probably saying is that they don’t want to volunteer
dozens of hours each week. Explain that PTA appreciates every-
one’s membership, whether or not the member volunteers,
because each member increases PTA's ability to advocate
for children.

¢ Impact. Parents want to know if their membership in PTA is
going to have a positive impact, if it will benefit their children.

You can tell them, "Yes!"” Decades’ worth of research shows
that when parents are involved, students perform better in
school. They receive higher grades and test scores, have better
school attendance and lower rates of suspension, are more
likely to graduate high school, and are more likely to pursue
postsecondary education. Children of involved parents also
exhibit increased motivation, better self-esteem, less drug
and alcohol use, and fewer instances of violent behavior.
Those great benefits come from parent involvement, a major
focus of PTA.

* Value. People like to join organizations that make a difference in
the lives of others, are educational and beneficial to the commu-
nity, allow them to network with successful people, and provide
opportunities to have fun. When promoting PTA, highlight that
members will be able to mix with diverse individuals through
local PTA activities. Emphasize once again that the number-one
benefit of PTA membership for parents is the ability to help
their children. For many parents, that is reason enough to join.
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PTA ..
Individual Member Form

Thank you for your interest in joining PTA! Please fill out the form below and return it to the appropriate person
at your local PTA (president, membership chair, etc.) along with your dues payment. When PTA gets involved,
children benefit. When you get involved with PTA, the child who benefits most is your own.
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